OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

NEWS YOU CAN USE
For Montgomery County Master Gardener Volunteers

September 2018

We are Ohio State University Extension trained volunteers empowered to educate others with timely research-based gardening information.

Powdery Mildew has been showing it’s face on our Cucurbitaceous vegetables. It always seems to appear about
the time the pumpkin patch is looking festive. Powdery mildew might be a welcome sight if you are tired of harvesting,
cooking and giving away zucchini squash. The fungus gives you the excuse you need to rip the plant out of the ground
and dispose of it. So if you are not frustrated by the endless supply of zucchini and would like to keep your pumpkin patch
the envy of the neighborhood, there are a few strategies.
Powdery mildew is caused by several closely-related fungi that survive in plant debris or on infected plants.
These fungi are fairly host specific. The powdery mildew fungus that infects one type of plant (e.g., pumpkins) is not the
same powdery mildew fungus that infects another (e.g., phlox). However, if you see powdery mildew on one plant, then
weather conditions, usually high humidity, are favorable for development of the disease on a wide range of plants.
Plant resistant varieties of cucumbers, pumpkins, and muskmelons; follow a regular spray schedule with
fungicides labeled for powdery mildew on vegetable crops; rotate vine crops with non-cucurbit crops; and use cultural
practices that avoid overcrowding, too much shading, and poor air circulation. The simple act of removing infected leaves
can help the situation.
No matter which course you choose, fall removal of plant debris is essential!
~ Kim

Submit information for “News You Can Use” to Gail Carone: getcarone@hotmail.com

** Check out the Greater Montgomery County Master Gardener Association’s Facebook page **
Go to www.facebook.com/gmcmga to view the latest posts and if you have photos or information to share,
please email to infomastergardeners@gmail.com.

CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
Pure programming time will count as Continuing Education.
Do Not Count drive time, sign-in, breaks or lunch time as Continuing Education.



Saturday, September 15 – 10 to 11:30 a.m. – Self-track CEUs (Montgomery County)
Fall Gardening Challenge – Cox Arboretum MetroPark, 6733 Springboro Pike, Miamisburg, OH 45459
Cost is $10. Registration is required. Go to Five Rivers MetroParks at www.metroparks.org
and use program number Y150.



Tuesday and Wednesday, September 18 and 19 – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday, September 20 – 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Farm Science Review – Molly Caren Agriculture Center, 135 OH-38, London, OH 43140.
Admission: $7.00 in advance - $10.00 at the gate. To find out more about Farm Science Review or
purchase tickets, go to fsr.osu.edu



Friday, September 28 and Saturday, September 29 – 7 a.m. to 4:30 a.m. – Self-track CEUs (Hamilton County)
2018 State Master Gardener Volunteer Conference “Rooted in Ohio!”
Sharonville Convention Center, 11355 Chester Road, Cincinnati, OH 45246
The conference is limited to 400 persons and will sell out long before the registration deadline of September 14.
Go to: https://hamilton.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/2018-state-master-gardener-volunteerconference (Registration is only available online.)
Earn up to 8 continuing education hours on Friday, and 6 continuing education hours on Saturday.

Upcoming Events


Thursday, October 4 – 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. – Self-track CEUs (Montgomery County)
Brent’s Bulbs, Bulbs as Companion Plants (Session 1: 9 to 10:30 a.m.) 1.5 CEU
Brent’s Bulbs, Living Flower Arrangements with Layers of Bulbs (Session 2: 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.) 1.5 CEU
Wegerzyn MetroPark, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, OH 45414
For those who have signed up, paid and are staying for the
Hands on Workshop following the morning programs, the schedule follows:
Lunch – (12:15 to 1 p.m.) – Please bring your own brown bag lunch and enjoy the company of your fellow Master
Gardeners. The Workshop will begin at 1 p.m. Bulbs and supplies covered from your initial registration fee. 1.0 CEU



Friday, October 12 – 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Self-track CEUs (The Ohio State University)
Fascinating Woodland Fungi – Ohio State Mansfield
100 Ovalwood Hall, 1760 University Drive, Mansfield, OH 44906
Registration is $35.00. Deadline to Register: October 5, 2018
Register online at: https://woodlandstewards.osu.edu

montgomery.osu.edu
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information,
visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this
publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.
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The weather provided a small window with no rain for the VA Grotto
Volunteer Picnic on August 8th. It was a regular work day and with the
inclement weather, the volunteer turnout was lighter than usual. The lunch
was moved to the covered picnic pavilion near the hospital, but there was
plenty of food and conversation among those who attended. Thank you to
the VA Grotto Team Leaders for planning this annual picnic!

Photos courtesy of Susan Baker

What’s On Your Mind?
Donna Zobrist reported on the GMCMGA’s Nominating
Committee’s efforts to recruit Executive Board Officers
for the upcoming election in November. We need to have
a slate of candidates for the September membership
meeting. As of now, there is a candidate for Treasurer.
Kim has done a wonderful job through email of
notifying all of us about upcoming CE programs in other
counties and also events hosted by other groups. The
“News You Can Use” e-newsletter is issued on a monthly
basis and advertises upcoming events and programs,
along with a review of what has taken place.
The Program Committee, with Kim Hupman as our
Montgomery County Program Coordinator, continues to
do a great job of bringing interesting speakers and topics
for our continuing education requirements.
Some other “talking points” included:

How often should we hold our membership
meetings? Quarterly or monthly?

Can we look into other locations for our
membership meetings and programs that
would be scheduled for evening purposes?

Some of the locations we volunteer at have
requirements about signage. How can we
advertise who we are in those situations?
Should we all wear our OSUE Montgomery
County Master Gardener t-shirts and badges
when volunteering?

Can we provide more evening and weekend
volunteering and CE opportunities?
Thirty-seven MGVs attended this meeting and that is
less than half of our volunteers. If you were unable to
attend, we would still like your input! If you have
concerns, questions or suggestions, please reach out to
a member of the Executive Committee and share
“What’s On Your Mind?”

A GMCMGA Open Forum Meeting for our members was
held on Wednesday, August 15th, in the community room
at the Kettering-Moraine Public Library. Janet Hickey
provided an agenda of “Talking Points” that were open
for discussion. Janet (GMCMGA), along with Kim
Hupman (OSU Extension) and Yvonne Dunphe
(MetroParks), had some of the official answers to
questions asked during the meeting. But, some of the
questions weren’t as easy to solve . . .
The Washington Township project, which involves
planting in the spring, maintenance through the summer
and clean-up in the fall, has a number of concerns. The
number of volunteers declining for varied reasons and an
increase of work at the project sites, has led to the team
leaders reaching out for input on a sustainability plan of
action. A group of our members has offered to meet to
look into some of the ideas that were offered up at the
meeting.
Kim Hupman led the discussion on the “Role of the
Master Gardener.” An OSU Extension Master Gardener’s
role is to provide support to OSU Extension. The Master
Gardener program is designed to be an extension of Kim
in the community. This is achieved by bringing
educational programs to our community. Kim Hupman
and Yvonne Dunphe have been working together to train
Master Gardeners to be team leaders when volunteering
at MetroParks. This training is applicable to many
projects and volunteer opportunities that will enable
Master Gardeners to step forward as educators in
horticultural practices and issues. This training will
develop Master Gardeners to become comfortable with
presenting, from an informal to a formal format, while
increasing the Master Gardener Volunteer Program
visibility in the community and, in turn, encouraging more
people to become Master Gardeners.
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More News . . .
On Tuesday and Friday, August 14th and 17th, Yvonne
Dunphe and Kim Hupman spoke to MGVs at RiverScape
MetroPark about the role of OSU Extension Master
Gardener Volunteers when volunteering within MetroParks.
Our role will be as Gardening Volunteer Team Leaders.
As a Team Leader, you will be supporting some of the
newer volunteers that aren’t familiar with some of the tasks
that are performed regularly to keep a garden healthy,
strong and sustainable. And the instructions for the task of
the day will be provided by a MetroPark staff employee,
who will also give a training session for the task. The
example that was given at the session on Tuesday the 14 th
was: pruning boxwoods.
Cinda Plante with MetroParks, showed us how she
prunes the boxwood shrubs at RiverScape MetroPark.

Always wear your ID
Badge when you are
Volunteering!
Below is an excerpt from the newly updated VMS website –
MetroParks project site description:
Gardening Volunteer Lead
Primary Horticulture facilities: Aullwood Garden, Wegerzyn Gardens,
Cox Arboretum and RiverScape.

Each of our horticulture facilities offer gardening workdays for
volunteers at a wide variety of days and times.

Each site is unique, so whether you love veggies, wildflowers,
tropical, containers, shade, rock gardening, woodlands,
perennials or trees, you can find your niche at one of our
garden parks.

All gardening workdays will be led by staff, but as a
Gardening Volunteer Lead, you will be asked to work
alongside our newer volunteers and help guide them
through a variety of seasonal gardening tasks.
Additional sites with horticulture opportunities: Possum Creek &
Carriage Hill (Small Farm/Food to Table & Native plant beds); Hills &
Dales, Germantown, & various conservation areas (Native plant &
landscape, plant propagation & care).
Opportunities throughout MetroParks that need Master Gardener
expertise and support include: habitat restoration, reforestation, and
educational support.
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Continuing Education in Review
Mark Webber, Board-Certified Master Arborist, presented a wonderful CE
program to the Montgomery County MGVs on Aug. 16 th at Woodland Cemetery
and Arboretum. Mark spent the first hour presenting a slide show and discussing
the importance of a healthy tree root system. The roots are the lifeline for the tree,
providing water, oxygen, and minerals from the soil. Many factors go into
establishing a healthy tree from the start; proper planting techniques, soil
conditions, water table depth and species of tree, to name a few. There are three
root system types: flat root, heart root and tap root.
After the indoor part of the program,
we went outside to look at the different
types of root systems. (The roots had
been exposed with a high pressured air
process that does not damage the roots,
but allows you to see the formation of
the roots, and any problems that may
have developed.) This was a special
look underground to see the “life of the
tree roots.” Thirty-nine (39) MGVs
attended this program. (2.0 CEUs)

Photos courtesy of Gail Carone

Photos above and below show girdled tree roots.

Section that was
removed.

Excerpt from The Missouri Botanical Garden website:
“The appearance of a tree trunk will be affected by a girdling root. Usually tree
trunks flare out where they enter the ground. The root will prevent the collar flare,
sometimes the trunk may get narrower and appear flattened or sunken. The threat
depends on the size of the root and the amount of the tree’s circumference
affected. It is almost impossible to predict if a developing girdling root will cause
problems for a tree. However, if a tree has girdling roots it is more likely to have
problems than one without them.
Most tree roots are in the top 6 to 24 inches of soil and grow out from the trunk
in a spreading manner. Cultural practices that can adversely affect this natural
root pattern include: (1) Planting in a hole that is too small so the roots cannot
easily spread out. (2) Planting container grown trees that have roots growing in a
circular pattern. (3) Planting a bare root tree by twisting roots to fit into a small
hole. (4) Leaving wire baskets, burlap and any part of a container in the planting
hole. (5) Piling mulch against the trunk of a tree (creating a mulch volcano).
The most common theory of the cause of stem girdling roots, is that they
develop as a result of trees being planted too deeply. When root systems are
buried, less oxygen and water is available. The roots will grow up towards the
surface of the soil and tend to encircle the trunk. The more deeply buried the roots
are, the fewer the roots available for the tree to become established.”
Source: www.missouribotanicalgarden.org

Fungi growing from injury to
tree due to the girdled root.

Upon closer inspection,
Mark discovered the
damage that had been
inflicted on this tree
(pictured left) and decided
to cut and remove a section
of the girdled root growth to
inhibit more damage. Sad
to say, it has probably
already reduced the life of
this tree.

Section where girdled root was cut and removed.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

9 a.m.-Noon - VA Grotto

OSUE office
closed

9

10

11

9 a.m.-Noon - VA Grotto

16

17

18

19

Fall
Gardening
Challenge
Cox
Aboretum
10-11:30 a.m.

20

21

22

9 a.m.-Noon - VA Grotto
2 p.m. Executive
Committee mtg.
OSUE

OSU Farm Science Review - September 18-20
GMCMGA
Quarterly
Gen. Mbr.
Meeting
7 p.m. TBD

23

24

25

Autumn
Begins

26

27

28

29

9 a.m.-Noon - VA Grotto

2 p.m. Program
Committee mtg.
TBD

30

2018 State Master
Gardener Vol. Conference
Sharonville Convention Ctr.
Columbus, OH

