
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
It has become a busy time of year for pests.  I have seen early blight on tomatoes, needlecast on spruce and our 

old adversary, Japanese beetle, have attacked.   

Early blight on tomatoes is a common gardening complaint.  The disease begins as small brown spots on the 
lower leaves of the plant.  As these spots enlarge, the leaves turn yellow and then brown.  There are a number of ways to 
help keep early blight to a minimum.  Spacing plants at least two feet apart encourages air movement throughout the plant 
and removing infected leaves will also help slow the spread of the disease.  Mulching around the plant helps to prevent 
early blight spores from splashing from the soil on to the lower leaves.  Watering your tomatoes at the base of the plant 
instead of overhead irrigation will also reduce splashing and keep the leaves dry.   

There are a number of factors contributing to the decline seen in Colorado blue spruce trees, including 
environmental changes, poor site conditions and pathogens.  Colorado blue spruce is native to arid regions in the Rocky 
Mountains.  Our summers tend to be more humid, which is ideal for fungal pathogens to thrive.  Sometimes blue spruce is 
planted on sites that are marginal, resulting in stress making them more susceptible to fungal pathogens.  They have 
been over used as a screen in a row planting situation.  This lack of diversity enables the fungus to spread from tree to 
tree.   

Japanese beetles are the menace to every gardener.  The adult beetles feed on the foliage, flowers, and/or fruit of 
more than 300 different plant species and are considered a major pest of many popular plants.  Adult Japanese beetles 
can cause significant damage to host plants because of their tendency to feed in large numbers.  Most gardeners use a 
combination of hand picking, soapy water and chemical control.  The easiest control method is to not plant plants they 
favor.  Please let me know which plants they don’t like!   

 
~ Kim  

 
 

 

NEWS YOU CAN USE 
 
For Montgomery County Master Gardener Volunteers July 2018 

We are Ohio State University Extension trained volunteers empowered to educate others with timely research-based gardening information. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pure programming time will count as Continuing Education. 

Do Not Count drive time, sign-in, breaks or lunch time as Continuing Education.   
 
 

• Sunday, July 1 – 1 to 3 p.m. – Self-track CEUs (Greene County)  
Yellow Springs Women’s Park 20th Anniversary – Naturalist-led pollinator walk approved for CEUs  

Adjacent to the Little Miami Bike Trail near Corry Street and Grinnel Road in Yellow Springs, OH.   
 

• Saturday, July 7 – 10 to 11:30 a.m. – Self-track CEUs (Montgomery County)  
Easy Succulent Container – Cox Arboretum MetroPark, 6733 Springboro Pike, Miamisburg, OH 45459 

Cost is $15.  Registration is required.  Go to Five Rivers MetroParks at www.metroparks.org  
and use program number Y147.   

 
• Monday, July 9 – 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Self-track CEUs (Miami County)  

Diagnostic Workshop at the Miami County Dispatch Center, 210 Marybill Drive, Troy, OH 45373  
$35 payable to “OSU Extension” – Send payment to:  OSU Extension, 201 W. Main St., Troy, OH 45373  

For more information, contact Amanda Bennett at 937-440-3945 or bennett709@osu.edu  
 

• Tuesday, July 10 – 10 a.m. – 1.5 CEUs – OR – Wednesday, July 11 – 10 a.m. – 1.5 CEUs (Montgomery County)  
(Same program offered two days, limit 25 people each day.  If conditions are right, we may be able to pick blueberries after the tour.) 

“Growing Blueberries” – Steven Kuflewski, Once in a Blue Moon Blueberry Farm  
3984 Social Row Road, Waynesville, OH 45068 (Registration closed)  

 
• Monday, July 16 – 6:30 to 8 p.m. – Self-track CEUs (Clark County)  

Pest Management in the Vegetable Garden – FREE event  
Snyder Park Gardens & Arboretum*, 1900 Snyder Park Rd., Springfield, OH 45504 (*Meet at the Victory Garden) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION  

• Thursday, August 16 – 1 p.m. – 2 CEUs (Montgomery County)  
Roots – Mark A. Webber, Board-Certified Master Arborist  

Woodland Cemetery and Arboretum, 118 Woodland Ave., Dayton, OH 45409   
*The second hour of this event will require walking on paved and unpaved surfaces.   
 Wear lightweight clothing and good walking shoes.   

 
• Saturday, September 15 – 10 to 11:30 a.m. – Self-track CEUs (Montgomery County)  

Fall Gardening Challenge – Cox Arboretum MetroPark, 6733 Springboro Pike, Miamisburg, OH 45459 
Cost is $10.  Registration is required.  Go to Five Rivers MetroParks at www.metroparks.org  
and use program number Y150.   

 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

http://www.metroparks.org/
mailto:bennett709@osu.edu
http://www.metroparks.org/
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2018 List of Ohio Fair Dates (near us) 
Go to: ohiofairs.org to see a complete listing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Submit information for “News You Can Use” to Gail Carone:  getcarone@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Montgomery County Master Gardeners are moving forward! We have a new 

location and eventual room to grow. We now have access to more information and 
opportunities through the newsletter and VMS system. We’ve hosted educational 
programs for the general public and our neighboring counties’ Master Gardener 

Volunteers. And, for the last year, Kim Hupman, OSU Extension Montgomery 
County, Horticulture and Extension in the City Program Coordinator, has offered 
advice and guidance as we continue our journey as Montgomery County Master 

Gardener Volunteers. Things are moving forward in a positive direction! 
Let’s all challenge ourselves to be a part of the change!  

While we continue our forward momentum, we need volunteers to step up 
and lead us into the future in the Executive Officer positions of 

President, Vice President and Secretary. 
(We have a firm commitment for the Treasurer position.) 

Janet Hickey and Donna Zobrist will answer any questions you might have 
concerning time commitments involved in taking on these positions. 

And the entire, current staff of Executive Officers will be your mentors. 
Let’s have fun as we travel on this journey together! 

      
    ~ Gail, 

       Editor, “News You Can Use” 
 
 

 

montgomery.osu.edu 
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 

clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, 
visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this 

publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 
 

** Check out the Greater Montgomery County Master Gardener Association’s Facebook page ** 

Go to www.facebook.com/gmcmga to view the latest posts and if you have photos or information to share, 
please email to infomastergardeners@gmail.com.  

mailto:getcarone@hotmail.com
mailto:infomastergardeners@gmail.com
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Continuing Education in Review  
 

 
 

Compost is one of the most important 
amendments to add to our gardens and on 
May 30, 2018, Montgomery County Master 
Gardeners took a field trip to the City of 
Kettering Mulch and Compost Site located 
at 1801 Spaulding Road. (1.5 CEUs) 
 

Here is an overview of this program: 
 

The City of Kettering Public Service Department 
operates a comprehensive mulch and compost 
program available to City residents. From March 
through November, brush, limbs and trimmings are 
collected at the City’s yard debris center, located 
at 1840 Woodman Center Drive, and transported 
to our compost facility on Spaulding Road.  

At this site, the yard debris is ground into 
wood chips, and the grindings are placed into wind 
rows, where it is turned on a regular basis to 
decompose. Each fall, leaves are collected throughout 
the City and transported to the compost facility. The 
leaves are also placed in wind rows and turned to 
promote decomposition. 
 

In the spring, this operation results in two organic 
products – mulch and compost. These materials are 
used in our parks and City facilities, and made available 
to City residents during the spring and early summer 
months. 
 

The compost/mulch pick-up site for City residents is 
located on East Stroop Road behind the Tanneberg 
Kennels and adjacent to the Rob Dyrdek/DC Shoes 
Skate Park. 
 

City of Kettering Mulch and Compost Facility 

Photos courtesy of Gail Carone  
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VA Grotto and Gardens Update  
 

 
 

Photos courtesy of Gail Carone  

It was kind of a drizzly day on Sunday, June 10th. 
But the Grotto and Gardens were Beautiful. 

The new paver paths are welcoming and encourage 
people to take a break . . . slow down and enjoy the 
views from the different vistas presented. It’s hard to 

believe that this project is in its sixth season. 
 

Many of our Montgomery County Master Gardeners 
and other volunteers have worked on this project 

and on that drizzly day in June, many of us gathered 
again at the Grotto to Celebrate the Life of 

Susan Pearson. A bronze plaque has been ordered 
in Susan’s Memory that will be placed in the 
Boathouse Garden. Below is the sentiment: 

 

 

Susan M. Pearson 
 

In honor of her significant contributions to  
the restoration of the Grotto Gardens 

 

And in appreciation of her leadership, love of horticulture, 
fighting spirit and wonderful sense of humor. 

 

Dedicated June 2018 
 

By The Ohio State University Extension Master Gardeners of the 
Greater Montgomery County Master Gardener Association 

 

Susan’s bench is located 
on the path leading to the 

Boathouse Garden. 
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“Presenting Tracy DiSabato-Aust . . .” 
 

 
Walnut Grove Country Club was the setting for 
our June 13th day with Tracy DiSabato-Aust. 
Tracy is an award-winning garden designer, 

international speaker, best-selling author, and 
world class triathlete with a passion for plants 

and design. She shared with us her successes 
and failures, with wit and humor, along with 

tips and tricks she has learned over the years. 
106 MGVs from 9 counties and 26 from the 

general public attended this program. 
54 books were purchased. 

 

During the morning program, Tracy discussed the design fundamentals of garden building using trees, shrubs, 
perennials, annuals and bulbs, helping us choose from the wide palette of plant material to create gorgeous and 

environmentally sound mixed beds. 
 

After our lunch break, the afternoon program consisted of teaching us the enviable skills of pruning perennials to extend 
their season and also time their flowering to coincide with an important garden party or tour! We learned about: 

layering a planting; improving the habit of the plant; controlling pests; and prolonging the life of perennials 
through cutting-edge pruning techniques. (3.5 CEUs for MGVs.) 

 

Jeanne Keffer purchasing the revised & 
expanded edition of Tracy’s book: 

“The Well-Tended Perennial Garden” 

One, Two, Three . . . SMILE! 
From left to right: Marjie Holcomb, Jan Davis, Judy Steiger, Pam Tilton, 

Tracy DiSabato-Aust, Jeanne Keffer, Pat Durbin and Janet Hickey. 

Photos courtesy of Gail Carone  
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Quarterly Meeting Highlights  
 

There was much to cover at the June 19th Quarterly General Membership Meeting held at our New Montgomery County Extension 
office located at 580 Calumet Lane. After the regular business reports by the Secretary and Treasurer, we had a “Welcome and 
Awards Celebration”. The 2018 Horticulture Scholarship was awarded to Brooke Foster by the Scholarship Committee, followed by 
Kim Hupman presenting Name Badges and Certificates to certified Montgomery County Master Gardeners. The business portion of the 
meeting (volunteer credit - .75) can be entered in VMS under “Executive Board”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Photos courtesy of Gail Carone 

Joyce Zech, Sherry Leighty and Alicia Kern of the 
Scholarship Committee present Brooke Foster with the 

2018 GMCMGA Horticulture Scholarship. 

After a short break, we had a few speakers for the education portion of the meeting. Janet Lawson shared her enthusiasm 
for the “Farm to Table” Program. This program is in its ninth year and the Dayton area has the only chapter in Ohio. About 
150 fifth graders from local area schools will converge at Possum Creek MetroPark in September to learn about and spend 
time in the garden. The sessions go over: planting and harvesting of produce grown in the garden; shipping of the produce to 
retail outlets for consumers to purchase; preparation and cooking of produce for a meal; and finally, sitting down to enjoy the 
meal while learning table etiquette.  A few of our Montgomery County Master Gardeners volunteered with this program last 
year and if you would like to find out more about volunteering this year, please contact Kim Hupman at: hupman.5@osu.edu 
 

Quarterly Meeting Highlights continued on next page. 

The Montgomery County Master Gardeners 
pictured here from left to right are: Linda Froehlich, 
Miriam Works, Vicky Kiefaber, Franz Kirchner, Kim 
Whitehead and Brock Frieszell. 
 

Also receiving badges/certificates, but unable to 
attend the meeting, are: Kristy Kiefaber, Carol 
Keltner, Jo Downing-Groth, Mildred Smith and 
Debbie Stephenson.  

Brooke Foster is an exceptional young woman and the recipient of our 
2018 GMCMGA Horticulture Scholarship. This is the second year Brooke 

has been awarded this scholarship and she is in her second year at 
Central State University, majoring in Sustainable Agriculture. 

 

Brooke has continued her passion for volunteering while maintaining a 
4.0 GPA at Central State. She is currently a Central State University 

Exploration of Modern Farming Intern and has been accepted to be a 
Naturalist Intern at Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm where she will; 

collect data, educate children about topics relating to nature and 
complete various projects involved with the maintenance of the grounds. 
The Scholarship Committee is proud to award this Scholarship to such a 

deserving and appreciative young woman. 
  

mailto:hupman.5@osu.edu
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And to wrap up our continuing education, Skip Mahan, 
a Greene County MGV, shared with us his inspiration 
for becoming a Master Gardener and presented a 
program to recruit aspiring gardeners by answering 
the question, What is a Master Gardener? 

Our keynote speaker was Becky Mayse, 
OSU Cybersecurity. Becky presented 

“How to Protect your Credit Cards and 
Computers”. She offered sound advice to 

reduce our risks when using our devices. 
Some of the things we can do to protect 

ourselves: back up your information, 
install anti-virus software on devices, 

sign-off from your websites that require 
password protection to open and 

Do Not Open anything that has been 
flagged as “suspicious”. 

 
Also from OSU, Dan Roll, suggested using 

good passphrases instead of passwords.  
 

Photos courtesy of Gail Carone 

Look for these colorful planters at 
the NEW Montgomery County 

Fairgrounds, located at: 
  645 Infirmary Road, 
Dayton, Ohio 45417, 
during the upcoming 

Montgomery County Fair  
July 9th – 15th! 

 
And, of course, 

these beautiful arrangements 
were planted by 

Montgomery County 
Master Gardeners! 

The education portion of the meeting (CEU – 1.50) can be entered in VMS under “Continuing Education” tagged Quarterly membership meeting. 
 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
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29 30 31

July 2018

Montgomery Co. Master Gardener Volunteer Program

"Blueberry Farm" program - the same program is being offered 2 different days to accommodate guests.

9 - 11:30 a.m. - VA Grotto

2 p.m. Executive
Committee mtg.
OSUE

2 p.m. Program
Committee mtg.
TBD

OSUE office 
closed 

CONT.EDUC.
"ONCE IN A 
BLUE MOON
BLUEBERRY

FARM"
10 a.m.

Waynesville

9 - 11:30 a.m. - VA Grotto

9 - 11:30 a.m. - VA Grotto

9 - 11:30 a.m. - VA Grotto

Montgomery County Fair - July 9 thru 15 - 645 Infirmary Rd., Dayton, OH 45417

CONT.EDUC.
"ONCE IN A 
BLUE MOON 
BLUEBERRY 

FARM"
10 a.m.

Waynesville

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CONT.EDUC.
Diagnostic 
Workshop
8:30 a.m. -

4 p.m.
Miami Co. 

Dispatch Ctr. 
Troy OH

CONT.EDUC.
Pest Mgt. in 

the Vegetable 
Garden

6:30 - 8 p.m.
Snyder Park 
Gardens & 
Arboretum
Springfield

OH
Mont. Co. Fair

CONT.EDUC.
Women's 
Park 20th 

Anniv. 
pollinator

walk
1 - 3 p.m.

Yellow 
Springs OH

CONT.EDUC.
Easy 

Succulent
Container 
10 - 11:30 

a.m.
Cox 

Arboretum
MetroPark
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