OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

NEWS YOU CAN USE
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August 2018

We are Ohio State University Extension trained volunteers empowered to educate others with timely research-based gardening information.

This time of year many people call me looking for control methods on fungus issues in the landscape.
Unfortunately, most fungicides are preventative not curative. That means by the time you have noticed your apple tree
has fire blight, it is too late to use a fungicide. Let’s do a quick review of plant pathology and the disease triangle.
The existence of a disease caused by a biotic agent requires the interaction of a susceptible host, a pathogen,
and an environment favorable for disease development. Plant disease is prevented upon elimination of any one of these
three causal components.

The only one of the three components we, as gardeners, can control is the host. The plants we choose to grow
and the knowledge we have about the plants’ susceptibility to various diseases. This knowledge enables us to make a
decision well before the pathogen has developed to treat or not to treat. The other piece to this knowledge is knowing the
disease, whether it will kill the plant or will it merely cause cosmetic damage. Then we must decide on our threshold for
tolerance to the damage. This will help you to decide to treat or not to treat. Do read the pesticide labels first. The
pesticide must be labeled for the pest (fungus) and the plant you are treating. Label is law.
~ Kim

CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
Pure programming time will count as Continuing Education.
Do Not Count drive time, sign-in, breaks or lunch time as Continuing Education.



Saturday, August 4 – 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Self-track speakers only (not garden tours)
Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum Jubilee – 1900 Park Street, Springfield, OH 45504
Rain or shine, free admission



Thursday, August 16 – 1 p.m. – 2 CEUs (Montgomery County)
Roots – Mark A. Webber, Board-Certified Master Arborist
Woodland Cemetery and Arboretum, 118 Woodland Ave., Dayton, OH 45409
*The second hour of this event will require walking on paved and unpaved surfaces.
Wear lightweight clothing and good walking shoes.



Saturday, September 15 – 10 to 11:30 a.m. – Self-track CEUs (Montgomery County)
Fall Gardening Challenge – Cox Arboretum MetroPark, 6733 Springboro Pike, Miamisburg, OH 45459
Cost is $10. Registration is required. Go to Five Rivers MetroParks at www.metroparks.org
and use program number Y150.




Tuesday and Wednesday, September 18 and 19 – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday, September 20 – 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Farm Science Review – Molly Caren Agriculture Center, 135 OH-38, London, OH 43140.
Admission: $7.00 in advance - $10.00 at the gate. To find out more about Farm Science Review or
purchase tickets, go to fsr.osu.edu



Friday, September 28 and Saturday, September 29 – 7 a.m. to 4:30 a.m. – Self-track CEUs (Hamilton County)
2018 Ohio Master Gardener Volunteer Conference “Rooted in Ohio!”
Sharonville Convention Center, 11355 Chester Road, Cincinnati, OH 45246
The conference is limited to 400 persons and will sell-out long before the registration deadline of September 14.
Go to: https://hamilton.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/2018-state-master-gardener-volunteerconference (Registration is only available online.)
Earn up to 8 continuing education hours on Friday, and 6 continuing education hours on Saturday.

Submit information for “News You Can Use” to Gail Carone: getcarone@hotmail.com

** Check out the Greater Montgomery County Master Gardener Association’s Facebook page **
Go to www.facebook.com/gmcmga to view the latest posts and if you have photos or information to share,
please email to infomastergardeners@gmail.com.

montgomery.osu.edu
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information,
visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this
publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

News You Can Use – August 2018

2

Montgomery Co. Master Gardener Volunteer Program

More News . . .
Because of the inclement weather, the GMCMGA Annual Mixer had to be cancelled,
but the Volunteer-Support Committee wish to announce the award winners for 2018. They are:
There were two winners of the Unsung Hero Award – Sue Howorth and Terry Calcutt
The Wholehearted Award winner was: Judy Wanamaker
The OSU Ext. Office Volunteer Award winner was: Jeanne Keffer

Congratulations to all four winners!

Many of our members attended the Quarterly General Membership meeting in June
at the new location on Calumet Lane.
This is a reminder to all that we are still in a transitional phase concerning our new location.
And the Extension Office will soon be moving again within the calumet building . . . moving
toward the front entrance. And we will very soon have access to a larger gathering space for
our meetings . . . Just like a kitchen remodel, sometimes hard to go through, but well worth
the wait when you have a functional space where you can allow your creativity to grow!

Have you ever wondered how and why decisions are made by the
Executive Committee that impact membership?
If you have questions, a concern or dissatisfaction with the current state of the Greater
Montgomery Master Gardener Association, now is your opportunity to openly express
your thoughts and make suggestions on how to become a stronger organization.
Come join us in an OPEN FORUM on Wednesday, August 15, starting at 6:30 p.m.
at the Kettering-Moraine Public Library, 3496 Far Hills Avenue, Kettering OH 45429
to discuss where the Association is now and what it will look like in the future. It makes
no difference if you have been a member for one year or twenty years,
we need to hear from you.
Our current membership is slowly decreasing either because of health related issues,
pursuing other interests, or retiring to other states. With no new interns in the past two
years, sustainability of projects, particularly Washington Township,
is becoming a growing concern.
We have come a long way from being a Hybrid organization to moving to a 501(c)(3)
non-profit charitable corporation. As the new slate of officers comes on board in 2019,
your input today is crucial to their making the right decisions for the Association
as they move us forward.
Let us know if you plan on attending. Your opinions and ideas are the future
of our Master Gardener program!

~ Janet Hickey & Kim Hupman
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Continuing Education in Review
Blueberries grown in Southwest Ohio!?!? Absolutely!
On July 10th and 11th, Montgomery County Master Gardeners visited Once in
a Blue Moon Blueberry Farm in Waynesville, OH. Owners, Steve and Kathy
Kuflewski, both have horticulture degrees from OSU and shared with us the
successes and difficulties they’ve experienced over the last seven years.
Working with southwest Ohio’s alkaline soil, installing an irrigation system,
choosing the right varieties of blueberries and dealing with insects, birds and
other creatures that enjoy the delicious fruit. They have over 2,000 plants
growing on 2¼ acres of land. Last year, in 2017, they harvested over 7,000
pounds of berries! The varieties of blueberry plants include: Duke, Draper,
Bluecrop, Nelson and Sweetheart. Steve addressed environmental issues,
optimal picking times, pest management, pruning techniques and the
importance of soil testing. If properly cared for, a healthy blueberry plant
can live for 30 years! (1.5 CEUs)

Photos courtesy
of Gail Carone

Kathy and Steve continued to
answer questions while Master Gardeners
picked fresh blueberries after the class to
take home. (Some of the blueberries didn’t
make it into the bucket!) YUM!

Blueberries grow best in moist, well drained soils
with a soil pH range of 4.5–5.0. The irrigation
system (right) can deliver ½ gallon of water per
hour and runs for 4 hours when needed. To find
out more about growing blueberries in Ohio, go
to: https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/HYG-1422
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Photos courtesy of Gail Carone

Montgomery County Fair Highlights

The Montgomery County Fair was
held July 9th - July 15th at the new
fairgrounds location at
645 Infirmary Road, Dayton, Ohio.
The OSU Extension Montgomery
County Master Gardener booth
contained literature about the 2019
MG Volunteer Training Class, MGV
brochures, photos of MGVs “out and
about” in the community and
Free “Pollinator Garden Mix”
seed packets.
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Grow Ohio Challenge 2018
How Does Your Garden Grow?

Photos courtesy of Gail Carone

With zucchini, yellow squash, tomatoes, eggplant, bell
peppers, radishes, broccoli, cabbage, leaf lettuce, onions,
and cucumbers . . . are your neighbors closing the blinds if
they see you walking down the street again with your surplus
home grown vegetables to give away??
Then please consider donating your extra produce to
The Foodbank, Inc. The Foodbank warehouse is located at
56 Armor Place, Dayton, OH 45417. The hours for drop-off
are Mon. - Thurs. 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. – noon.
If you donate your produce as a Montgomery County Master
Gardener, Montgomery County will receive credit for the
Grow Ohio Challenge 2018. (See Kim’s message below.)

Ohio MGVs donated nearly 70,000 pounds of fresh produce last year - either grown, managed, gathered,
gleaned or other MGV magic. This year the Montgomery County Master Gardeners will be part of the challenge.
Rules - Keep it Simple!








Research the groups in your community who are feeding the hungry. Discover their needs and grow
food, make plans for gleaning, work with other producers at the farmers market, and consider promoting
"Grow a Row" to your friends and neighbors.
Produce donated must be MGV connected and donated to feed the hungry. This includes produce from
your demo garden, your MGV's home gardens, gardens you work on with others for food banks, etc...
Food you glean from production fields. This does NOT include community gardens where others are
growing food and taking it home nor does it include purchased produce or donated canned goods.
Using a bathroom type scale to weigh your food donations. Measure in pounds (not ounces) round up if
needed. Or use the scale provided by the Community Garden MGV Specialization.
If you provide plants for people to grow their own, each flat will be given a value of 6 pounds.
Donation groups include: churches, agencies, food banks, summer food program, groups, etc. Check
what records they keep; it might help you a great deal.
Remember - Hunger is in every county and town; sometimes we just can't see it.
I will be sending out emails asking for the poundage of fresh produce you have donated.
If it is easier, simply email the “type, weight and place you donated it” to me.

(Excerpt from Kim’s VMS message 6-22-18)
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

2

Friday

3

6

4
CONT.EDUC.
Snyder Park
Gardens &
Arboretum
Jubilee
9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Springfield, OH
45504

REMINDER
If you plan to volunteer at the VA
Grotto and Gardens, the Gettysburg
Ave. entranced is CLOSED. Enter
from the Liscum Drive entrance near
the hospital.

5

Saturday

7

8

9

10

11

15

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

9 a.m.-Noon - VA Grotto

12

13

14

9 a.m.-Noon - VA Grotto

CONT.EDUC.
Roots
1 p.m.
Woodland
Cemetery

1:30 p.m.
VolunteerSupport
Committee mtg.
OSUE

19

20

21

22

9 a.m.-Noon - VA Grotto

26

3 p.m. Outreach
Committee mtg.
TBA

2 p.m. Executive
Committee mtg.
OSUE

27

28

29

9 a.m.-Noon - VA Grotto

2 p.m. Program
Committee mtg.
OSUE

