OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

News You Can Use
For Montgomery County Master Gardener Volunteers

August 2017

We are Ohio State University Extension trained volunteers empowered to educate others with timely research-based gardening information.

CONTINUING EDUCATION


Wednesday, August 9 – 6:30 p.m. – 2 CEUs
Tour a Created Eastern Tallgrass Prairie – MEEC Staff (Marianist Environmental Education Center)
4435 E. Patterson Rd., Dayton, OH 45430 (Located on the Bergamo Center Campus)
*Please dress for the location and weather. https://www.cdc.gov/westnile/faq/repellent.html





The CDC recommends the use of products containing active ingredients which have been registered with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for use as repellents applied to skin and clothing.



Of the products registered with the EPA, those containing DEET, picaridin, IR3535, and some oil of lemon eucalyptus and
para-menthane-diol products provide longer-lasting protection.



EPA registration means that EPA does not expect the product to cause adverse effects to human health or the environment
when used according to the label.

Thursday, August 17 – 1 p.m. – 1.5 CEUs
Basics of Tree Hazard Identification – Mark A. Webber, Board-Certified Master Arborist
Woodland Cemetery and Arboretum, 118 Woodland Ave., Dayton, OH 45409
*This event will require walking on paved and unpaved surfaces. Wear lightweight clothing
and good walking shoes.

Upcoming Events in September
Tuesday, September 19 – 7 p.m.

Greater Montgomery County Master Gardener Association
Quarterly General Membership Meeting
Location: TBA


Thursday, September 14 – 10 a.m. – 1.5 CEUs
Creating Beautiful, Ecologically Productive and Edible Landscapes with Native Plants
Solomon Gamboa, Horticulturist/Conservationist
Cox Arboretum MetroPark, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton, OH 45449



Thursday, September 21 – Session 1: 10-11:30 a.m. – 1.5 CEUs; Session 2: 1-2:30 p.m. – 1.5 CEUs
Shade Gardening (Session 1) and Xeriscaping-Gardening without Sprinklers (Session 2)
Jenny Rose Carey, Director of Pennsylvania Horticulture Society’s Meadowbrook Farm
Walnut Grove Country Club, 5050 Linden Ave., Dayton, OH 45432
Submit information for “News You Can Use” to Gail Carone: getcarone@hotmail.com

Congratulations OSU Extension Montgomery County for winning the Excellence Award for Community Service for the
Grotto! The project will be in the overall Outstanding Master Gardener project award. I would like to encourage you to
th
attend the State Conference on September 29th - -30 in Columbus. Remember, we won one award and are eligible
for another award, plus the conference is in Columbus. That’s not a far drive!
I would like to thank Sue Howorth for her hard work on the award application. If you have ever filled out one of those
forms, you understand how difficult they can be. So, thank you Sue!
2017 MGV State Conference Grow Your Own Way on September 29 – 30, 2017 in Columbus at the 4-H Center.
Conference registration is $120 and includes the Ohio MGV awards on Saturday morning. In addition to several tours
on Friday, there is a dinner with Melinda Meyers on Friday evening – check out the registration for Friday’s events.
Registration for the 2017 State Conference is Open!
Follow this link to register:
http://www.go.osu.edu/2017statemgv. If you have any problems or questions, please contact Kim Arrasmith in the
Franklin County Extension Office: 614-866-6900
th

st

Don’t forget about Farm Science review September 19 – 21 .

Garden on, Master Gardeners!

Continuing Education in Review
July 12, 2017, Montgomery County MGVs had a full day of continuing education. During the morning program, we
toured Hydro-Growers Farm in Pleasant Hill, Ohio. Farmer/Owner Dean Sink started growing vegetables in 1984
using the hydroponic process, growing plants without soil in nutrient-rich solutions. Dean provides produce to
wholesalers, restaurants and farmers’ markets in southwest Ohio. (1.5 CEUs for MGVs)

Montgomery County MGVs pose for a picture in the
packaging area at Hydro-Growers Farm

Dean Sink explains the technique used in growing
plants without soil

The afternoon program saw us at the Lange Estate in
Ludlow Falls, Ohio. Bob Iiames is the horticulturist and
groundskeeper at this historical site along the Stillwater
River. Bob shared his first-hand experience with the
prairie burn conducted on the estate grounds. He has
been instrumental in the planting of this prairie and
explained how these burns benefit the regrowth of the
prairie. We then went on a walking tour to look at the
different prairie sections (there are 6 in all) and see the
native plants thriving there. (1.5 CEUs for MGVs)

Viewing the prairies from ground level and from the lookout tower
Photos courtesy of Gail Carone
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Another full day of continuing education was available to MGVs on July 18 . The morning program was held at the
Clark County Trial Gardens at Snyder Park Gardens and Arboretum in Springfield, Ohio. Pam Bennett gave us an
overview of the changes that have been made at Snyder Park and the exciting renovations for the near future. Clark
County Extension staff and Master Gardener Volunteers have conducted annual field trials since 1995. They are the
only ornamental trial site in Ohio for All-America Selections (AAS) ornamental flower trials. (2.0 CEUs for MGVs)

Pam Bennett pointing out future renovations
planned at Snyder Park

MGVs viewing ornamental trial site for All-America Selections
(AAS) ornamental flower research field trials

Learning all about the “Early Ohio Settler’s”
Garden at Snyder Park

Montgomery County MGVs stop to take a picture in front of the beautiful
flower garden planted and maintained by Clark County MGVs

The afternoon program, conducted by Pam
Bennett, was also in Springfield at the Hartman
Rock Garden. Wanting to fill his days
productively after being laid off from his job in
1932, Ben Hartman created a very unusual
garden. Using hundreds of thousands of stones,
he constructed a variety of structures and figures
in his yard. The Hartman Rock Garden, one of
the nation’s most intriguing and revered sites of
in situ folk art, is now owned, interpreted and
maintained by a local, not-for-profit, Friends of
the Hartman Rock Garden. (1.0 CEUs for MGVs)

Photos courtesy of Gail Carone
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We ended the month of July on a beautiful day in
Yellow Springs, Ohio. Our guide was Nadia Malarkey,
an American native landscape designer who turned
the Yellow Springs property into an “organic native
landscape.” Approached by Sheryl Schooley in 2012
to create a garden that could attract pollinators and
help reverse steep declines in their populations,
Nadia designed a “four-season garden,” filled with
native southeast Ohio plants that was one of four
winners of the 2015 Annual Awards of the society of
Garden Designers of the United Kingdom. Nadia titled
the design “Regenerating Suburbia”. (1.5 CEUs for
MGVs – Tour Date July 26, 2017)

Here is an excerpt from an article published in the
April 2017 National Wildlife Federation Magazine,
“Weedy to Wonderful” by Janet Marinelli. Nadia
Malarkey’s Yellow Springs, Ohio garden landscape
design was featured in the article:
Good Garden Bones
In Yellow Springs, Ohio, landscape designer Nadia
Malarkey shows how a number of classic design
strategies can give a garden strong overall structure—
what professionals call “good bones”—and at the same
time bring back native wildlife to a once-barren
suburban lot. At one client’s home, a handsome
bluestone terrace sets the stage for its entry garden, as
do stone steps linked by gracefully curving gravel
pathways with crisp metal edging. Along a walkway on
the side of the house is a living wall of “pleached” or
interwoven American beech trees, which, Malarkey
points out, “are host plants for Luna moths.” The path
leads to a gentle slope where mixed perennial borders
of prairie grasses and wildflowers spill over stone-wall
terraces. This strong framework makes Malarkey’s
exuberant, informal prairie plantings appear contained
and intentional instead of unruly.
Throughout the garden, native perennials provide not
only the drama of vibrant color and contrasting forms to
please the human eye but also, in Malarkey’s words, “a
nonstop sequencing of flowers” full of pollen and nectar
for native bees, butterflies and other wildlife all season
long. “Just 10 days after butterfly weed was planted,
milkweed beetles showed up,” she says, followed soon
by monarch butterflies. “Songbirds fly in and out,” she
adds. “It’s been so exciting to see the life return.”

To read the entire article, go to www.nwf.org (National
Wildlife Federation) and type in Nadia Malarkey in the
search bar. You will be taken to the article: “Weedy to
Wonderful” by Janet Marinelli.
Top Photo: Montgomery County MGVs visiting the breathtaking,
organic native landscape at the home of Sheryl Schooley and
designed by Nadia Malarkey

*** Check out the Greater Montgomery County
Master Gardener Association Facebook page ***
Go to www.facebook.com/gmcmga to view the latest
posts and if you have photos or information to share,
please email to infomastergardeners@gmail.com.
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Middle and Bottom Photos: Echinacea, Asters, butterfly weed and
prairie grasses abound in this garden
Photos courtesy of Gail Carone
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9:00-12:00 noon - VA Grotto
CONT.EDUC.
TOUR A
CREATED
EASTERN
TALLGRASS
PRAIRIE
6:30 pm
MEEC*
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9:00-12:00 noon. - VA Grotto

1:30 p.m.
Volunteer
Support
Committee
mtg. - TBA
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CONT.EDUC.
BASICS OF
TREE HAZARD
I.D.
Woodland
Cemetery
1:00 pm

2 p.m. Executive
Committee mtg.
TBA
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9:00-12:00 noon - VA Grotto

2 p.m. Program
Committee mtg.
TBA

27

28

29

30

9:00-12:00 noon - VA Grotto

* Marianist Environmental Education Center (Bergamo)
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