
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS YOU CAN USE 
 
For Montgomery County Master Gardener Volunteers April 2019 

We are Ohio State University Extension trained volunteers empowered to educate others with timely research-based gardening information. 

 

 

At the March 18th quarterly membership meeting, the MGV Executive Committee was notified by  

OSU Extension Area Leader Pat Holmes and Agriculture & Natural Resource Educator Suzanne Mills-Wasniak, in person 

and via letter, that Kim Hupman, Program Coordinator, Horticulture and Extension in the City, is pursuing another 

opportunity outside of Ohio State University Extension Montgomery County and will be terminating her employment in 

Montgomery County on April 26, 2019.  An excerpt from the letter follows.   

 

 

The transition of Kim’s duties will begin immediately. Per Ohio 

State University Extension policy, the county Agriculture and 

Natural Resources Extension Educator has Master Gardener 

Program oversight. Please address all questions and program 

concerns to Suzanne Mills-Wasniak, Extension Educator, 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Montgomery County, via 

phone (937-224-9654, ext. 123) 

or email at: mills-wasniak.1@osu.edu. 

 

The new Extension operational model for county offices involves 

a stewardship team that will collaborate to move forward with 

the OSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program in 

Montgomery County. We appreciate your patience and 

cooperation.  

 

 

  

Patricia Holmes 
Area Leader and Ext. Educator 
Family and Consumer Sciences 

937-224-9654, ext. 122 

email: holmes.86@osu.edu 

 

 

Suzanne Mills-Wasniak 
Extension Educator 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 
937-224-9654, ext. 123 

email: mills-wasniak.1@osu.edu 

  

 

Betty Wingerter 
Extension Educator 

4-H Youth Development 
937-224-9654, ext. 111 

email: wingerter.1@osu.edu 

 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

mailto:mills-wasniak.1@osu.edu
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     Spring has finally arrived and with it comes change in the world around us. The biggest change will be my leaving the 
Montgomery County Extension office. I am not leaving Extension, just my position here at Montgomery County. 
 
     I have enjoyed my time here, working with all the Montgomery County MGVs. You are an inspiring, creative and fun 
group of volunteers. 
 
     If you remember my speech at the first banquet I attended, I asked you to consider change as an adventure to look 
forward to, and not to think of change as a scary unknown. Therefore, I am asking you to view this change as an 
opportunity to meet and work with a new MGV Program Coordinator. Please remember, a different person will manage 
the program in a different way. So be flexible and accepting of any changes that happen.   
 
      It has been a joy, a privilege and a pleasure to work with and to get to know all of you. I will value our time together 
and am very proud to work with the OSU Extension Montgomery County Master Gardeners. I will miss all of you very 
much! 

~ Kim  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wish to thank Kim Hupman for the leadership she has given to the OSU Extension Master Gardener 

Volunteers in Montgomery County.  OSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteers are an important part of 

the OSU Extension Agriculture and Natural Resources program to which Kim has been a valuable asset.  

Kim will be missed, but new, exciting endeavors await her.  The OSU Extension Master Gardener 

Volunteers in Montgomery County will continue to evolve.   

         ~ Suzanne Mills-Wasniak 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim has been an outstanding communicator, evaluating pertinent continuing education programs and relaying that 

information to our Montgomery County Master Gardeners. She has been an integral part of our transition to the 

new OSU Extension location on Calumet Lane in Dayton, and Kim has been a mentor, sharing her horticulture 

knowledge with us. We wish her the best in her new endeavors. 

         ~ Gail Carone 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES  

Pure programming time will count as Continuing Education. 

Do Not Count drive time, sign-in, breaks or lunch time as Continuing Education.   

 Saturday, April 13 - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Self-track CEUs  

Third Annual Garden Expo 

Della Selsor Bldg., Madison County Fairgrounds, 205 Elm Street, London, OH 43140 

The event is FREE and open to the public, and includes local vendors, educational talks, and activities for children.   

 Sunday, April 14 – Noon – Self-track CEUs  

Cincinnati Zoo’s Best Plants for Pollinators - Scott Beuerlein, Mgr. of Botanical Garden Outreach, Cinc. Zoo 

Knollwood Garden Center, 3766 Dayton Xenia Road, Beavercreek, OH 45432 (www.KnollwoodGardens.com)  
 

Another fantastic curated plant collection: Zoo’s Best! Over years of plant trials and monitoring the beautiful gardens at the Zoo, 

these plants have been selected as “the best” for success in our local area, and for supporting pollinators in the garden. 

Scott Beuerlein will highlight the knowledge gained from the trials and the plants available for sale at local garden centers like 

Knollwood.  (Part of the proceeds go to support the Zoo program.) 
 

The event is FREE and open to the public.  Please call to register at 937-426-0861. 

 Wednesday, April 24 - 1 p.m. - 1.5 CEUs  

Vegetable Gardening in Small Spaces and Containers – MGVs Carol Self and Judy Steiger  

Wegerzyn Gardens and MetroPark, Auditorium, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, OH 45414  

 

The 2019 International Master Gardener Conference 

Penn’s Woods: Digging into our Roots June 17-21, 2019 

Valley Forge Casino Resort, Valley Forge, PA Register at:  www.cvent.com/d/hggxlp  

 

Tuesday, June 25, 2019 – 6:30 p.m.  

Quarterly General Membership Meeting 

OSU Extension Mont. Co., Gymnasium, 580 Calumet Lane, Dayton, OH 45417  
 

New 2019 Intern Reception 
 

Please join us as we welcome the 2019 Master Gardener Volunteer Intern Class!   
 

OSU Extension Master Gardener State Conference  
Friday, November 8, 2019  

Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center, Ohio State University, 2201 Fred Taylor Dr., Columbus, OH 43221  

 
This is breaking news!  Because of The 2019 International Master Gardener Conference, which will be held in June, 

Ohio State University Extension has decided to hold The 2019 State Master Gardener Conference on 

November 8, 2019, at the 4-H Center on the OSU campus.  

We will share times and registration information as it becomes available. 

 

Save the Date 

http://www.knollwoodgardens.com/
http://www.cvent.com/d/hggxlp
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Volunteer Opportunities  

 

 

 

2019   ~   18th Season 

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP PROJECT 
 

 

 

This April, we will begin early prep work for the various locations within Washington Township. Starting with preliminary 
pruning of the woody perennials, as needed, and then digging and dividing perennials to propagate; or need dividing because 
they’ve become overgrown. (Remember the nepeta plants?) On the plus side, this is a great educational opportunity to hone 
our skills while sharing the work with our fellow master gardeners. The goal is to have more perennials at our location sites 
and continue to reduce the number of annuals that will be planted next month. By starting earlier in the season, we hope to 
reduce the tasks that we’ve typically tried to cram into our big planting week in May. 

And there is a lot going on in May! With our other projects sites active, we are trying to schedule the Washington Township 
Project site by extending our planting period over ten days, while offering more flexible hours, including evenings and 
weekends so master gardeners can participate. With our members who work through the week or have other obligations, we 
hope this schedule will make it easier for all to participate.    

Volunteers Needed 
 

First prep workday - Sunday, April 14th - 9 a.m. to Noon; 1 to 5 p.m. Meet at Government Ctr. 
 

Second prep workday - Saturday, April 20th - 1 to 5:30 p.m. Meet at Rec West. 
 

Third prep workday - Monday, April 22th - 9 a.m. to Noon; 1 to 5 p.m.  Meet at Government Ctr. 
 

There will be additional dates in early May, and plants arrive Thursday, May 16. 
 

The Big Planting Period will be the week of May 20th – 24th  
 

Complete schedule will appear in the May “News You Can Use” issue, VMS calendar page,  
and you will also receive notifications via VMS email. 

Photos courtesy of Gail Carone 



News You Can Use – April 2019 5 Montgomery Co. Master Gardener Volunteer Program 

Volunteer Opportunities (continued)  

 2019 GROTTO GARDENS SEASON 
 

2019 Work Schedule 
 

Tuesday, April 23rd, and Wednesday, April 24th - 9 a.m. to Noon - Begin *Regular Volunteer Work Days thru October. 
*Every Tuesday and Wednesday from 9 a.m. to Noon (unless otherwise noted) thru October 2019. 

 

Week of May 13th - Major Planting Week 
 

 Monday, May 13th - Plants from Stockslagers will be delivered. 

 Tuesday, May 14th - Plants from Knollwood & Siebenthaler’s delivered 

Major Planting Begins - All hands needed on Tuesday, Wednesday 

These two days are all-day volunteer days, but come whatever times you can. 
There will be corporate volunteers working along with Grotto Volunteers on Tuesday morning & Wednesday afternoon. 

 Saturday, May 18th - 9 a.m. to Noon  

An extra planting day with some work on the new rain garden and mulching. 
OSU Alumni group will work along with Grotto Volunteers. 

 Saturday, May 25th - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Patriot Freedom Festival at the Dayton VA. 

Grotto Tours offered and children’s planting activity.  Garden/plant questions answered. 
 

This information will also be placed on the VMS calendar. Questions?  Contact Susan Baker Sbaker5@woh.rr.com 

Thanks to all of you! We need volunteers as we gain more visibility and the number of visitors and tour requests increase. 
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Monday, April 15th - 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
The Grotto Volunteer Kickoff Meeting will be held in 

Bldg. 115 on the Dayton VA Campus. This NEW 

location will give us convenient parking! (See map to 

the right.) Bldg. 115 shares its parking lot with the 

Protestant Chapel. It is located on Ohio Avenue, just 

up from the Grotto, and is across the street from the 

Putnam Museum (which you may have visited before). 

We will meet in Room 102, which is just inside the 

entrance, up the stairs and to the left. There is an 

elevator right inside the entrance too. 

 

Are you interested in knowing more about the Grotto 

Gardens and what the volunteers do? Come and 

check us out at the meeting - no obligation. We will be 

talking about our great 2018 year and what is in store 

for 2019. We have a restroom on site now! A rain 

garden will be installed and documented along the 

way to use for education. And more! 
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Volunteer Opportunities (continued)  

 TREEFEST 2019 
Saturday, April 20th   ●   9 a.m. to 12 Noon   ●   Pondview Park 

 

 2320 Pondview Park Drive, Kettering, OH 45420 

 

Wear your red Montgomery County Master Gardener 
Volunteer shirt and join other MGVs at the City of 

Kettering’s 2019 TreeFest event! City employees will 
hold a tree planting demonstration around 9 a.m. and 

then any MGVs who want to may help the families plant 
trees. (Self-track Volunteer hours when you are mentoring.) 

 

At 11 a.m., there will be a dedication of the “Save the Pollinators” 
sign in Memory of Dottie Cyr, Ken Wright and Susan Pearson.  

The dedication will be in the prairie area of Pondview Park. 
 

(Additional information will be sent out via VMS email.)  
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Volunteer Opportunities (continued)  

 2019 MAYFAIR PLANT SALE 
Friday, May 3rd - 5 to 7 p.m. 

Saturday, May 4th - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, May 5th - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

Volunteers Needed 
The Wegerzyn Foundation Committee is preparing for its 2019 Mayfair Plant Sale. The committee is seeking Master 

Gardeners to volunteer during the sale to assist customers and answer questions they may have regarding their plant 
selections. If you are available during the plant sale (dates above), please contact Terry Calcutt at 937-461-2701 or by 

email (harry.calcutt@sbcglobal.net) for additional information. This is an approved volunteer project. Thanks in advance 
for any help you can give to support this worthy fund-raising activity and to further the educational mission of the  

OSU Extension Montgomery County Master Gardener Program. 

 

Pass-alongs 
 

If you are not available for the sale, 
the Mayfair Plant Sale Committee 
also needs your help providing plants 
for the Pass-along Plants Sales 
Room.  This is a popular and 
profitable feature of the Mayfair Plant 
Sale.  Customers love this feature 
because the plants come from local 
gardens and are proven performers.  
In the past, the Pass-along 
Committee received plant donations 
from sources that are no longer 
available and are seeking additional 
donations.  So, if you are dividing 
your perennials or just want to get rid 
of plants in your yard, please donate 
them to the sale.  Volunteers 
generally begin working on pass-
alongs as soon as weather permits.  
Plants may be dropped off at 
Wegerzyn, either potted or unpotted, 
but should be identified.  In some 
instances, volunteers may be 
available to come to your garden to 
pick up the plants and/or help dig the 
plants.  If you have any plants to 
donate or need additional 
information, please contact 
Terry Calcutt at 937-461-2701 or by 
email:  harry.calcutt@sbcglobal.net.  

 

Photo courtesy of Jane Falck 

mailto:harry.calcutt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:harry.calcutt@sbcglobal.net
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What is the Name of that Deciduous Shrub?  

 

Photos courtesy of Robin Mann  

Hamamelis mollis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Name: Chinese witch hazel  

Type: Deciduous shrub 

Family: Hamamelidaceae  

Zone: 5 to 8 

Height: 8-10’ tall  

Spread: 8-10’  

Bloom Time: January to March 

Bloom Description: Yellow petals with 

red at the base 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Water: Medium  

Maintenance: Low  

Suggested Use: Hedge 

Flower: Showy, Fragrant 

Other: Winter Interest 

Tolerate: Deer, Erosion, 

Clay Soil 

 

Culture: Easily grown in average, medium moisture, well-drained soils in full 

sun to part shade. Best flowering is in full sun. Prefers moist, acidic, organically 

rich soils. Consistent moisture is best (leaf scorch may occur during periods of 

summer drought). Shrubs have some tolerance for clay soils as long as soil 

drainage is good. Promptly remove root suckers to prevent colonial spread. H. 

mollis cultivars are sometimes grafted to rootstocks of native witch hazels (e.g., 

H. virginiana), which presents another reason for removing root suckers when 

they arise from below a graft union. Prune in spring after flowering to control 

shape and size. Plants are generally considered to be winter hardy to USDA 

Zone 5 (some experts conservatively say Zone 6). It is best to site these shrubs 

in protected locations in USDA Zone 5. 

Noteworthy Characteristics: Hamamelis mollis, commonly called Chinese 

witch hazel, is an open, upright medium to large, deciduous shrub which 

typically matures to 10-15’ tall with a rounded shape. It is native to forests and 

thickets in southeastern and southwestern China. This species produces the 

most fragrant flowers of all the witch hazels. It was first introduced into 

cultivation in England in 1879 from seed collected in China by Charles Maries, 

British plant explorer. 

Genus name comes from the Greek words hama meaning at same time and 

melon meaning apple or fruit in reference to the occurrence of both fruit and 

flowers at the same time on this shrub (particularly in the case of fall flowering 

members of the genus). Specific epithet means soft with soft hairs.  

Problems: No serious insect or disease problems. Caterpillars and Japanese 

beetles may chew on the foliage. Watch for gall aphids, scale, leafroller and 

leafminer. Potential diseases include powdery mildew, occasional leaf spots 

and rots. Susceptible in winter to cold temperature flower bud damage in USDA 

Zone 5 (particularly in windy locations when the temperatures dip below -5 

degrees F). 

Garden Uses: Shrub border or woodland garden. Good specimen value due to 

fragrant, late winter flowers and good fall color. Flowering stems can make an 

attractive winter bouquet. 
 

Resource - www.missouribotanicalgarden.org 

"Hello fellow MGVs, 

 I attended a wonderful program at Wegerzyn Gardens 

MetroPark on March 2nd. Ron Schilb, ISA Certified 

Arborist & Ohio Certified Landscape Technician, led us on 

a very beautiful and interesting tour of the Hamamelis at 

Wegerzyn. According to Ron, there are at least 10 different 

categories of witch hazels. Some of the categories are: 

H. virginiana, the Common Witch Hazel in the US; 

H. vernalis (Ozark Witch Hazel); H. ovalis (Mississippi 

Witch Hazel); and H. mollis (Chinese Witch Hazel), to 

name just a few. There are likely 140 different cultivars 

available in the United States! 

Here are just a few examples of the photos I took that day. 

Special Thanks to Ron Schilb and to all the folks at 

Wegerzyn who organized this exceptional presentation.” 

- Robin Mann, MGV" 

 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
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Submit information for “News You Can Use” to Gail Carone:  getcarone@hotmail.com  

 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 

nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

** Check out our Facebook page ** 

Go to www.facebook.com/gmcmga to view the latest posts, and if you have photos or information to share, 
please email to infomastergardeners@gmail.com.  

mailto:getcarone@hotmail.com
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity
mailto:infomastergardeners@gmail.com
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April 2019

Montgomery Co. Master Gardener Volunteer Program

3:30 p.m. Exec.
Committee mtg.
5 Rivers Bldg.

Easter

VA Grotto
Volunteer

Kick-off mtg.
9:30 - 11 p.m.

Bldg. 115
Rm 102

TreeFest
Volunteer

9 a.m. - Noon
Pondview Park

3rd Annual
Garden

Expo (CE)
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Madison Co.
Fairgrounds

Wash. Twp.
Volunteer

9 a.m. - Noon
1 - 5 p.m.
Govt.Ctr.

Wash. Twp.
Volunteer

9 a.m. - Noon
1 - 5 p.m.
Govt. Ctr..

Wash. Twp.
Volunteer

1 - 5:30 p.m.
Rec West

Cincinnati Zoo's
Plants for

Pollinators (CE)

Noon
Knollwood

Vegetable
Gardening in
Small Spaces
& Containers

(CE)
1 p.m.

Wegerzyn
Auditorium
(MetroPark)

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION
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